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"I wnuldn t l.vc with vmi "'wa fot
Bvythme in the imiiM." 1 toss- il iiij onr:
hack with ii mi a1-- 3 it ii H- settled
lliv MiiihnniH'l v.ltli ii ibtci mined air.

Xiilli-- r would 1 Willi rrosnv,"
I'.ivl'l answer il. hickin;; the dust ill :i

ll'llld flotll lllS left.
iMvid and 1 wile on mir to school.

Neithei ol ti couhi Imv told how our
qinrud Kuan, lint our iitK'-- ' vv.:s waxing
lioltir cadi lmiim nt. ' plod led h
Mile in Jimry sil noc. What hf-- thoughts,
wen- - I t'tiiiiil ji. !). liy mv own ;!'! 1 vv.i.--

thinkius "! "oim-t.'iin- to say in.-n-i fnnitrfli
! show hint low juiKij 1 wa. 1 -- vvuim my
book-stra- p .s.u,K.i till my Latin ivitiiui.it
l II lu the mound, l.ut David did imt
dcSCCtld to notice. SO UUb ion "I to stoop
to the dust and pick tht- buck ri n..stll.

) hate ou." 1 Mill at iast. .No answer
fiom David.

"J don't si-- - him-- 1 could ever think 1

liked you. 1 wm't in.irtv yott vlin I .tin
Blown and 1 won't wear your old nni;.'

1 oitiKv-ci- i Jh" unending; circlcl on. mv
linger jim u niioivii it to Mm. divi.; un
Ins haiius in his pockets. tuiiU'l at- - in..-awa-

and lic.m to ivhlsile " Aiu.it i.o-uki- .

which ilassic u.Hy was then .it 1.. Ii- ie.ni
or publlt lavot. m 1 cist ttn. i.i. a. ii.
lect alicr the m..nnci- ol Ine bi tones .n
my favorite novels, and walked nil
Ji in statioira; In tho toad alo:a.

David was fourteen 5 cars an.l a halt and
1 was two mourn- - nls lutunt. Ue ti.id h on
next-do- or ii iKiibots .mi playmates s.nn--

toon out iii-i- t logons in IIiik to
gether, our respective itioim-r- u t

to mild rlvait u. tht- art a? Hi-.- , unci.
the thick piazza at our Iihum- - and bed
David and :ue by our jx'tucoal- - i" - au
our uncertain vabbungh. Wc mane niuu
pies and j.lai-- keep hout- los-tn- vt. atiu
in our liiliaiote day.s had into

vvhicti had .miiis bi'"n b:i'k.n
and mcnJfd unnumb--r-- d timo.

Uavid jnd 1 weio 111 Uit yanie rl.i-M- -s at
n'huol. H always vorl;i,-- l my alonia i".i,-Icm- s

tor me, beciiUsc 1 i t'miu unti-i-iftun-

niathi'tnativj.. but a:ui titiiuamini
lio did not oiler to help iin; and i as loo
aiffry to ask h.in, so i hhimmI in Itwm.

.Not th:u H nialliTiJ i:iniL'Uian, ioi int.
day of our quant I uab ilio iat ua.v ot in
Miintnvr school, and tnc m:.t i
homo lor my lirst twin at Uiiamtn,; m liou..

Uavid and 1 did not ."in-al-; in tin- - lniviim.
Thursday cvitilni; mottiir situ ntt- ow. to
tell David's fattier and motti.i oud-b- j.

Alter 1 had kitKfd tliem both, vuitiu vc
vvcre standins on the liont jniicIi, l ..w

David pecjung tltr iiifl the hnuyMnkl. .n
the corner ol the hou.--e. He saw iik kn
at him, and luetmu'-- d to In- huiiuuy inu
nests, but his fathei tailed him.

"Tell Vast gond-by,- " he ordered, and
David and 1 shook hands with the us i
our lingers.

"Why; what?" David's father iid. -- Kiss
him Vuss; David, kiss J'oss." H.- imt a
compellitig hand on each of our hra.l.
made ourselves as ytift-neck- as we eould.
hut he pushed us till our laces were elo-- e

tosethcr. Uroupht thus into closi prox-
imity, David showed an inclination to inak.i
tip, but 1 drew back .stiltly, und put my
hands behind me.

"I won't kiss him," 1 d'dared. "1 don't
want to kiss her," David echoed.

"Tut, tut," David's lather said. H:iv
ynu two been quarreling- again? Wlij, you
ought to be like brother and sbter."

"I don't want to bu his tisler," 1 said,
ntubbornly.

"I on't be her brother," David rchoed.
dnCCedly. atudyint; the pattern he was trac-
ing with the toe of his shoe on the piazza
floor; whereat our elders laughed, und J

ran homo In a passion.
Tho ring I returned to David cm the day

of our quarrel he had given me the sum-

mer wo wero 12 years old. He bought it
with money that he earned dtivini; old Mrs.
HodRcs's cow to pasture every day for a.

month, and I went with him to the lar-fc'-- t

store In town to help make the seie-tion- .

1 wanted a. white stone setting, because
David's bijj sister's Jiwoetheatt had just
etvrn her a diamond rinc. but David's
fancy Inclined to a blue set that the .More-keep- er

called "sapphire." ;ind, as David was
the purchaser, my choice had to five vay
to his superior will. Though I had Riven
the rinc back to David, it l"fl a Mark
mark on tnr fincer. with u mspiinniy
hrasy odor, which no amount of washinc
would efface. This cveninc. when 1 ran
home. I Bcrubbed It moro vigorously, lwlns
morea thereto by frc?h anser. 15ut after
upper I crept out or tho house and stol in

the moonlight to tho fence between our
yard and the yard at David's house. I sit
lown by the rose bush on the division line,
where David ond I had played hou when
lie wore dresses, and I cried. I wihpdoh,
h"W t wished that 1 had made fiiends with
Jiarld when the opportunity offered.

Pedde the two cirls" collects, in nn of
Trhlch I was a. pupil, the Slate XJitivrslty
w locntrd in iho little town where 1 was

nt to boardinr felmol. In tiie. last yi-- ir

that J rrent at school a yutinj; Viiinlan
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MAYS BLACKMAN

Descended to My Quaking
was a fellow in th" vti'verily te.i. bi:y;.
ami it thi -- Jill" time taUiiic tli- te

viuryi. He wa- - a sradu.iTe ot
of Virginia, belonged to tiie

liriikrii-'!ow- ii atinforrary if the :ati. a'll
had tiie mtiity of bearing-- a:ni the oouiili-llv-'- S

of manner thai ttlf the heritage ol
lb? S'nitlierno:-- .

Kvety huiittaj the Jiris of our srhi-ol- .

fifty strong, gat bed "ca-(!- alike, in blue
uniforms, nmi. hed. tw abicast after a
te;,!)-- . r to 1lie I'rijyliytt'tian Clinrc'i atil
:i!if! into tb pews iet apart for their '!.
It wasn't lon befoie 1 liiitkwl that I'lo-feF- or

Maury's inlinl was takint; a relialmis
bent; at leant lie was a lesiiiur ntfniliHit
nt and one ilay. when the. pastor
ealled on our piineip.il, 1 passed the pallor
door in time to hear Urol her Clatke ray
that the profrsr must lie R"ttlnp it u

".ate ot CTaoe, because be took su h deep
Intcre-'- t in the sesmuns. The piofessor sat
behind us Iti ehurrh ai-- I had a strum:
suFpickm that if his attention stari'-- d

for the pulpit it was generally
liefn.--e it leached itiolher Plarke; anyhow. I
nsirally fell it on riiy back hair during

After ehereli tiie university students
lined up on either side of the brielc walk
that led ftom tho church to 1 in gate and
w marched the tanks. One Sun-
day 1 w nsbmished to se I'toTess r
IMatiry join t!ie idlers, lie was talli" than
most of the bovs nd hii rediiiKh-iilo- w n
mustarhe mii'-- c ii s face seeni miKh older
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t'an th-i- r smootli-shave- i: fa f. The
ti.re.iglu of the iisniiieil professor joininc
:!i'- - ranks ' the Sunday llirtutious VMirl;e,i
on mv sense of hutitnr so keenly that T had
all i eiii'M do to kieii a smile out 'of the
corners of my mouth. 1 thotmtil ho de-s- et

veu some tevvard. however, for his hero-i- m

in makini; himself a taiKet for the
iun-lovi- students, so I pave him a glance
out f tho tail of my eye when the leaeher
wasn't looking., and loosened the pin which
fastened tie- - ro-- e I us v.cariin:. t that I

accidentally hi..t the (lower just as we
passed him. Tin- - pirl hihlnd me tiuti on it,
lift I miw the profes--o- r pick tiie ciusiied
thiiiB up ami pin it on his coat.

line evriiinu in lliv not w I; I had beep
mil in town to the Tiie chan-
cellor's wife overlook nie on the wav lionie
She had tnc piofessor und-- r her wing and
intiodined u- -. and we w.ilkid on together
a little way. The chancellors wife did most
or the talking. I was thinking how every
Individual hair in the principal's false front
would stand 'erect If she saw me coining
home with a vouinc man. even under the
chnpcronuK' of the chancellor' wife. 1

didn't care for the damage to Mrs. Djqbv's
fa No ftont; btil 1 know if :!i- saw me Mie
would curtail my ptivllcw. in the matter
of oiiii; into town alone. The professor
wif apparently sathcrinc the couraRH to
say something, and presently he broke into
the chancellor's wile's small talk ,vitl, n
miucst Unit he miKht call at the cril..R.

i told him thnt .Mrs. Dlitby would bo
to see hint; that youns men were

lirr holiby. and that she was nnvep happier
than when she cot one In her own pallor
where she could make a special and micro- -

V study of bis motives and
. .pi... .. .....in.- - uui.-vsm- inoKfii sliKtut.v alarmed, but

evpl. ihjed humhly tlial he .11,1 not want to
call hi Mi. Dishy, but on tne. 1

iiitn that if . attrmpteil such an infrac-
tion of rule.c. l,e would not

"' "'' miles he walked over Mr..-- . Iusby'n
dead bodj. and then I said -- ,Kd evening i:-l

I'M thrtn. The chaneelli.i-'- s wife had a
twinkle at the hack, o her eje, but the
piofessor siclied and looked determimd.

N'cM tnorniii-- ; Maurv walked
brtlrtlj to ih,- - ftont .liior of the coHcye.
ran-- ; the b-- !!, and asked for Mrs. Dtahy.
The clMrni-lloi'- wile r.-i- alons in the
ciMcitv of (ir.it aid to the wounded, I

think, and the tluee we:e closefd to-k- c

titer for neatly an hour. What argu-
ment thrv btoucht to bear never
t"ll. but Mrs. Ilf-b- y wrn in to iladdie. Tb,.
i'1"'"-""- !' wio'e, too. and it was decided
that rtofcu-oi- - Maury iniclil call at the

onio m two weeks.
i'.v the lime Hie ptotrssnr had called Iwi.-- n

I was pretiv ruie of his mlrnibins. Me took
evoivthijic in pet feet and

i,. funny side i.r the situation did
not Hpie-.i- l to him I was less rcilain of
myself I had played at love with boj f who
attached ii.. nior. nie.initi(-- ; to th-- ; pame tlii'i
lid 1. but I bad never seen anyone take tho

as seiiousl) j,s rlid the professor, and
I i to f..r.i ,t quror little flutt.er arouutl
iny lie.-,-, i n,at ,u, Ilnl ,irerstand. And
tin- - funnv p.nt of It w.if--

. tint the lonq--- r

thf' iiote.----n-r stayed away, tho beltiT f
liked hint. till, when the two weeks wvie
ps-t- . r was sure that I loved hltn, and jus;
after Ida calls was certain that 1 didn't
like him at all. Mattie my chum
and rnom-mat- said this was a pood suai;
hut Mattie had nevr lveji In love.

Professor Maury'H ulster spent commence-
ment with him. She called me, "Miss t'aro-lyn- "

at lirst mo one had ever before called
me nnythlnjt hut Tuss alter tho lirst meet-
ing, except Mrs. Dishy); but on field day,
when Mtittlc aird I wero allowed to po to
ihe i impjs with her. she crew conlMrutl.il

&m0.0t.&- t ?KIMp

luotlier had afle.r their parents died. She
was nice and Rood, hut she had a compelling-mournfnlnes-

about her that brought my
ever-iiad- y tears to the surface. I didn't
i.peet to b- - called on to cry, and was not
prepaid!; so it wns my bci'l Ihcc. handkei-clit- ef

that I made sok-t-
- with my tears, and

my eves red and bleary as Mrs. DiKby's pet
poodle'n. i never could weep gracefully.
Then Miss Maury patted my hand and told
me how skid she would bo to si-- e the
professor marry some, sweet, sympathetic,
slrl, who would liriqhten hi! life, and ftcr
that she called mo "I'lis-.- "

t Our school elo-Je- a week before the uni
versity, and the haneellor'r. wlte Invited
Mattie and me to slay with her during

The prntessor took us to the
commencement ball I wore mi graduating
frock of white nrc.'indie. but all the ilm,i I

was en.toyhif; m;.self. I had an uneasy ffej-in- c

that mu.it decide once and for all ihM
uicht whether 1 reallj liked tiie professor.

I kept awav front htm till after pupper.
but while I wailed on the gallery for mv
partner to brinp me a tl.iss nf water 1 saw
the ptiifes.soi come mil of the hall. lie
looked as if b were seanhlnc for some-
thing lie had lost, so I made tnvself sis
small is possible and hid behind a palm.
Tin- - plant wasn't biK enouch to hide my
ruffti's. Ihoiiqb. and the professor eanie
straialit to me. He b"ca.n at once. Ie had
a beautiful deelarati'n in.xleuti. I know he
had by the way he started elf. hut he rorcot
everything e,,-j- p the biqlnnln and hlun-llele- d

llllolish his ipeeell like an
school boy. 1 was son-.- - for is

inibarrassnient thet 1 liked him. He pinked
so lull and so hilib"S. and I l"l him lake
my hand in his.

He drew a nnc fr..ni hi- - own ftneer, a
beautiful elonr diamond that he said wa-

hi-- t mother's enencement rinc and akrl If
i would wear tl But b'fon h could slip
It on my flncrr. smdrtrnlv there flashed over
me the renifrnbrnnee of a rincr that a Httl
boy hnucht for l: ciiild sweetheart with
the money he :jrned drivlna-- old Mrs.
llodces's cow to pi?'ure. 1 always tbottchl
the et was only Mu rla-s- s and r wantl a

diamond when we chose il. but now the
storekeeper's sMPPiilr" seemed to me a
lhoiM.md times prettier than the prefes-ser- 's

diamond. Theie wis a mamiolia tree
just beyond the jrallcry, but Instead of thu
(.cent. f its blossoms, I rmelt a half-forgo- t,

ten. brassy odor and in the moonllnht I
could almost see acain the Mack mark left
on my finser by tho rinR David cave m

when we were - years old.

The professor still held my hand. I wond
ered dreamily if ho would try to kies me.

and luld me of the trouble that she ami her and whether his mustache would tlckto ray

lips if lie did. And out of my childhood
another recollection stniKHled. Now Maury
is a very excellent name, ami Mattie and
3 laid often tiled "Mrs. Maury." to hear
how it. would sound, and had wrltb.--n It In
our very be.n script on blank vlaltlnsr'carili!
to see, bow it would look; but th

parent.i liad offset his siirnamo with
I'eter. Old Mrs. llndno'K luKliand (tho old
Mrs. Hodqe, whoso cow David drove to
pastured wan mimed Peter, mid on one oc-

casion when David and I had been at her
liouso at dinner time sfc had constantly
warned him: "Peter, your beard is in the
gravy. Peter, wipe, the lemon pie off vour
whiskers." Xiiw. as 1 leoked .il the

I imnslneil myself sitlinc t"" ..it
blm at table tluee times a day. three hun-
dred and sKty-flv- e dy-- i in the ve.ir. and
admonishing htm: "peter, my le, take
your mustache mil of the soup." Tl" more
I though! of it. the more the Idea ' 'kieii
my fancy and I l.iushcd: l.nmlnd U'l the
tears ro.-- , down riiy check" and I Ka

tor brfath. till I had forever -- 'nlb h'1
r"r myself a tepiilatimi for rudmies- - ino
had hnjielcssly olfeuded the pro'e'-i''-

Six years, e:.n-i-iall- ir taken in tin form-
ative period of a kIH'k chatiitter - .iciple
lime lor foi-c- t fulness ami e.lwrin ui f f
tienth and twentieth birtlida-- s I tlioi'i'
very little of David. UN p.itetif i n ii

awai- soon aftei I s sent to m , i
we lost slc'tit of tbo f.imiiv litii i

Mne of the rum h.id Iiav I i in
mind, and I t hnucht about blm vr oft u
that summer. I stayed at heme and mooed
I wenl to church rcKiilatlv end lost nt
pptltu and read a svnd ile'l ot peetry
Mnlher and diddie ahmik their heads and

Mild lh.il It was, overstudv. Mottle canto
to visit mn and :he said it ivas love Sl-- e

and 1 dlsciused the. question pro and con
to iicirie whether tin- - ptofe.Hor was lb"
caiiae. but 1 could not settle It satisfactori-
ly. Mattie said it was not the ptofi.-i-au'- .

and as shf ivaa nirff-- b that time. I

trusted to her superior judcinent and look
her word, r didn't (avtd to Mat
lie. I thoiiKht if I did, sl nitsht poslbly
diacnoso the ease on that basi' What wor
ried me most of all was thai I could not
remember what Pav-i-d and I ipiarreleii
about. If I could only havo remembered
how the quarrel began. I micht have; found
a reason to justify the fact that I had re-

fused to make Menus with him.
Mattie was married In the fall, f wap to

be- maid of honor, and the best man was
a. particular friend of th groom. Mattln
wrote me his name, but no one could ever
read her scrawl. The first letter of the
name was "T" and the last looked like an
"r." and I made a wild suess at those be-

tween and culled him Tanner. It wns

i

I

frf-'i- of flrrlrlnu h'for" thn cthsrs I
rra-li- rd Rrrintiint:." I ' of a'!

M.itti-'- s 'l.'in'f '""f " tli Rid
w!.ii we r'ii li'il tin- Iioii--- . M.iii tnplt

nit- - ofr t" lirr room and t ilki ' (r.t thnt
r'u w.i rot ilr.-v-3- i w h n thf ifoArb- '! ratir

"If- - only .I.o'li." '" .la- k i th"
Rfin.nii Pi rtowii. l'-- ii'i "'Ik v ih film
till f flllllf."

TI..1 lilir.ny v.i.-- ditrit evet' f"- - t ,r flpo-1,i-

I iiiiiv b.i-- tin pirilr I nwa
tl.- - Ill.r.irj- - and IimII. and lor . in- innr J

Tid i i. 110 on in tin- 'IiiJ-- 'I'h ii 1 ?.tw
a rn.iii st.imlinc th'- - cnitc M- - hnnd-
a to iiaps-i- l behiriii Ills baek in fthlon
Iia f knew wH: hut. though Ini fa en m

' I n ! to in'--
. ! vv.is stialvir I!k wmII

'bivi mv hend. 1 IVIt inv lienT .inl fil! y
i. an' men ias iove a ir.; namrnfr

It .V IlU i'i. ll bad a l.tt' yrll
r ii taMi' ! eoimt.il twelve iirlitiv

-r in oi'i- - s'tln and five n th- tin'r. in
t ii ..ivtul miniit- - beff.n- - lie Io'iUmI at mi
i. d h.- - v:i: ipiitp f'et tall and oop-- s

il'lin-- l. but otbfrvvlHc. he was Ih" xnni

filii whom ' 'in'' l.t?t siii in kniw- -i

." r" marly seven yrari lmfore
V. ulio J vvaitil, I'avid'tt eys slowly def- l-

il to my fi.rm.
tiHVid." I waspwl just abiivc my hrpath,
I bes your pardon. I did not har." be

jr.ui. Then he took a step forward.
fV Ii.-ip.- lie salt! in ait awed

i

i
t

i

i if I weri- - ' irhost ami '" rrlRht-- d

mt" ditr,t'"'r,"i'''' :,t tnP sduml of his
v is . "littli Pi'-',v- i rord.

i'h me." 1 rejoimd meekly, hut J'm
tip: I'm net littlo any rnori." I

rtr w myself up t" my five feet three, with
all 'he iliemty I command.

"I thought your naino wan Tiunner." I sulfl
aftr the KiirprJ-S- had worn off. an'l I had
iearned that David was best man.

"I had no idea you 'tvero the Miss Foril
I wan to meet. But my name's- - Towne, Juat
as It has always ben. I've not thought
about rhtmsinpr it. I hope you havn't prom- -.

iel anybody to chani;a your. Ptissie," Da-

vid answered.
Three days Liter, after we had started J3it

newly wediled piiir off on the hcneymin,
v ith the twual compiejnent of rice aJ
e.d afcoi'f. David and I sat in the UbrarX
jr Ilrooklns.---.

"Puss." David said. roUKinj? out or a
brown stuiiy. "who was that old codger th
tn-l- s vveio tea.-in-tr you about tbla morn- -
lns'"

I "He isn't a codser." I answered1; "ha- -

binH to the Virginia aristocracy."
I Huh'" David retorted, with content!
I t. it coaxhiKly. "1uss1b t)U Uida't frozais
J ' marry him'"'
I "I shan't tell you." I said: but when

Da. Id insisted, I told how I had laughed
mid mado tho professor angry, but I didn't

-II about the rlnvr.
David paced up and dawn, the room

rul ttrm-- 3 with hW hands claspod Mblnd
1.. t- - ik.

tiow wo usod to make mut
ties under the loiu bush, FU3s!et" aoMjd,
aid tin- - timL v.i went wading axul ot

lVl if the water, and how a botb gst m

iici.iiif. when we t;ot home?"
v' s."' i said slowly; that teat recaBeo-ii'i- ii

w.is not a pleasant omx .
"I ui-i- i to call you my aweeCbeazt wtHa

v. f were little kids not higher than thf,
Davul went on. meaaurine; off with tdm
I Hid a height from the. tlcor abotll equal to
that of a srood-le- d doll. X did. not
answer

"I ha said BUildeziljv mXw been
'rUiij; tor the last teven years to ramem--i

i what wt tinurrelid about, and for the
j bit- - of in I oan't think what H w3."

' .Neither tan I." X told him. David and I fJ
loi.-l.i- at each otbr Xcr a minute. J.

I l.st"s make it up." said David wottXyjf
and 'hen-- I den't know how it happen,
but David was lioldicr mo tight and IJffan

I t,:ist:rttii; his shirt frunt with, cwioua

I t'usiue. Liaviu saia presently, witn.
il'ten

lunin

little sliak-- : In his voice. "1 won't be
' juir brother."
i "Iavid." I answered, laughlnff and cry- -j

Ir.c together, with my voice not one hit
' b.-t- than his, "I don't want to be your

sister."
1 told him about tiie ring", and David said

' that this time he vvantsd a white aet. "I
think sapphires are lots prettier than dia-
monds." I declared, but the ring on which
we compromised was set with both.

1IAVS BLACKMAN.
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planned that I should reach BrookingsVj -
Mat tie' home, the morning before the re- - I m 'ttW. T 1t itTl n"Mrlg" J'or the vveddin"; par'y arrived. Put the train M JOim UxnumrranUA
was delayed, i mN-e- d connection and in- - a Prominent Merchant. and Socktf

. - Favorite,
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